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American National Standard 
 
The standard in this booklet is one of more than 10,000 standards approved to date by the 
American National Standard Institute. 
 
The Standards Institute provides the machinery for creating voluntary standards.  It serves to 
eliminate duplication of standards activities and to weld conflicting standards into single, 
nationally accepted standards under the designation “American National Standards.” 
 
Each standard represents general agreement among maker, seller, and user groups as to the 
best current practices with regard to some specific problem.  Thus the completed standards 
cut across the whole fabric of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and 
services.  American National Standards, by reason of Institute procedures, reflect a national 
consensus of manufacturers, consumers, and scientific, technical, and professional 
organizations, and government agencies. The completed standards are used widely by 
industry as well as commerce and often by municipal, state, and federal governments.   
 
The Standards Institute, under whose auspices this work is being done, is the United States 
clearinghouse and coordinating body for voluntary standards activity on the national level.  It 
is a federation of trade associations, technical societies, professional groups, and consumer 
organizations.  Some 1000 companies are affiliated with the Institute as company members. 
 
The American National Standards Institute is the United States member of the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electro-technical Commission 
(IEC).  Through these channels U.S. standards interests make their position felt on the 
international level.  American National Standards are on file in the libraries of the national 
standard bodies of more than 60 countries.     
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